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The Friends of Chertsey Museum are a support group formed in 1994 to foster interest in Chertsey Museum and to 
provide the Curators with practical help.  The Friends are governed by their constitution adopted at the inaugural 
meeting, as subsequently amended.  General management and direction of the funds and affairs of The Friends are 
in the hands of the Committee elected at the annual general meeting.  There were regular meetings of the 
Committee during the year and the members of the Committee were as follows: 
  
 Heather Graham  Chair 
 Victor Spink   Vice Chairman 
 Richard Mason  Treasurer 
 Ron Bathurst  Minutes Secretary  
 Victoria Johnstone  Membership Secretary  
 Emma Warren  Curator (ex officio) 
 Carol Botterill 
 Valerie Clark    
 Christine Dunster   
 Norma Kent 
 Jim Knight 
 Mags Thomas 
 Richard Williams 
   
 Heidi Dawley (Assistant Curator and Education Officer) is Emma Warren’s alternate. 
  
 Bankers   Barclays Bank plc, Chertsey Branch 
     COIF Charities Deposit Fund 
  
  
 Contact address: 
 Chertsey Museum,The Cedars, 33 Windsor Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AT 
 e-mail: friends@chertseymuseum.org.uk       tel: 01932 565764 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual report 
Twenty five years ago a group of over 100 local people became the very first members of the 
Friends of Chertsey Museum, under the watchful eye of the late Pam Wernham, the first 
chairman, and our President, Ian Pickford. The idea of the Friends had emerged after a public 
fundraising appeal to enable the purchase of the Museum’s magnificent Viking sword.  Since 
then the Friends have enabled the purchase of many other collection items, the revamping of the 
Museum website and the re-design of the garden.  New display cases have been purchased, free 
monthly craft activities are made possible because of our support, and of course there is the 
model of Chertsey Abbey. In the past decade alone the Friends have contributed over £75,000 to 
Museum projects making such a difference to the service which the Museum is able to provide.  
  
Our anniversary year began in September with the opening of the new fashion exhibition, 
Dressed for Best, exploring dress for formal and royal occasions and featuring the most lavish 
and spectacular garments from the Olive Matthews Collection.  Highlights included a stunning 
and rare 1897 gown by the House of Worth which was worn to the coronation of Edward VII, a 
dress worn by Queen Mary and a beautiful 1850s wedding ensemble with both day and evening 
bodices. 
 
Later that month members of the 
Chertsey Woolcraft Guild demonstrated 
crafts from long ago, showing how the 
crafts are being revitalised as creative 
hobbies. Visitors were invited to have a 
go at all sorts of techniques including 
spinning, weaving and crocheting.  
 
In October, with the centenary of the 
end of the First World War very much in 
mind, a group visited the Imperial War 
Museum to view the exhibitions 
revealing stories not only of destruction, suffering and loss, but also endurance and innovation, 
duty and devotion, comradeship and love.  The visit gave us a lot to think about. 
 
From its earliest inception, the Olive Matthews Collection has incorporated beautiful examples of 
hand worked embroidery.  An exhibition, A Stitch in Time, opened in October and displayed 
some of the best items dating from the early 1600s through to the first half of the 20th century.  
On a number of Saturday afternoons up to December members of the Royal School of 
Needlework were on hand to demonstrate various techniques 
 
Our Annual General Meeting was held during this month with the officers and committee all being 
re-elected for a further year.  Emma Warren spoke about the Chertsey Abbey Project and 
showed us the progress made on the computer model of Chertsey Abbey, more about which 
below. Also in October there was a poppy making workshop in preparation for the coming 

commemorations of the centenary of the end of the First 
World War.  On the Saturday morning of the Armistice 
Day weekend we welcomed back Paul Harding from 
Discover History, who gave an uplifting look at the 
Armistice, the Peace and how it changed the world.  In 
the afternoon in Victory Park, Addlestone, over 160 
volunteers turned up, despite the heavy rain, to help 
create an amazing display of  848 candles, one for each 
of the Borough’s residents who lost their lives in the 
Great War.   
 
Later in November 100 Hearts, a display by the 
Embroiderers' Guild, opened in the hallway at the 
Museum. Commemorating the end of the First World 
War, the display featured a mixture of embroidery 
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techniques and was touring all over the 
country. 
 
The now almost traditional Christmas card 
making session set the scene for the town’s 
Goose Fair in early December.  Unfortunately, 
the Friends pitch was sited too close to a 
bubble making machine and our curator, 
Emma, found yet another task which is not in 
her job description – hosing down the gazebo 
to remove the stains.  Later in the month we 
held our annual carol service at St Peter’s 
Church followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies in the Museum, which was suitably 
dressed for the occasion.  It was pleasing to 
see so many members and friends there. 
 
Early in the New Year A Stitch in Time in the 
Temporary Exhibition Gallery made way for an 
art and design show featuring work by students from Sir William Perkins’s School.  The display 
included sketchbooks, sculptures, paintings, drawings and prints created by the students for their 
GCSE and A–level portfolios and demonstrated once again the wealth of young artistic talent in 
the area. 
In March the much heralded exhibition, Chertsey Abbey Reimagined opened.  The exhibition 
features loans from The National Archive in Kew of abbey related documents which are rarely 
seen by the public and the new 3D computer model showing how Chertsey Abbey may have 

looked in 1362 during its heyday.  
Designed by James Cumper, the 
computer project has been financed by 
the Friends of Chertsey Museum with 
the generous support of County 
Councillor Mark Nuti and Neil Taylor and 
Paul Blake of World Cargo Logistics Ltd.  
Our thanks go to all those Friends who 
have given up their afternoons to act as 
gallery attendants for this exhibition. 
 
In April to mark St Beocca's Day Emma 
led a large group on a short walk around 
the Abbeyfields, learning about the 
Abbot of Chertsey, St Beocca and the 

Chertsey martyrs. 
 
In May in a complete change of gear a number of Friends joined members of the Young 
Archaeologists’ Club on a visit to the Reigate Caves, only open to the public five times a year.  A 
series of underground sand mines right under the heart of Reigate, the tour took in the Barons' 
Cave in grounds of Reigate Castle, and the East and West Caverns 
in Tunnel Road. 
 
Later that month the Holland Chapel on St Ann’s Hill was opened for 
a few hours.  Member of the Friends and the Chertsey Society 
cleaned the chapel ready for the opening.  It was a successful 
morning with over 70 people visiting this little-known piece of local 
history and the resting place of Lady Mary Augusta Fox (1812-1889). 
 
In June a study day was held based on Dressed for Best.  Grace 
Evans gave a talk on Three Gowns for Three Crowns exploring the 
three important pieces with royal connections displayed in the 
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exhibition. Nigel Arch, formerly Curator of the Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection, Kensington 
Palace, spoke on the theme: Splendour at Court - Dress for Royal Occasions in which he 
looked at the Royal Court, its history and why special clothing was always important. 
 
Also in June, Dr. Claire Kennan, AHRC Creative Economy Engagement Fellow, Royal Holloway, 
University of London joined us and spoke about the key events from the history of Chertsey 
Abbey, and the social impact of its dissolution, and reflected on how the abbey’s history can be 
told using digital platforms to open up the collections and history of Chertsey to wider audiences.  
For both these events there was a capacity audience. 
 
The Friends of Chertsey Museum were on parade again at the annual Black Cherry Fair on the 
Abbeyfield across the road from the Museum.  The theme for this year’s fair was “Musicals” and 
the Friends chose “Oliver!”.  Our chair, Heather was dressed as Nancy, Victor vice chair as Fagin 
and committee members Mags as the Artful Dodger and Jim as Oliver.  Black Cherry Fair is 
always by far the busiest day of the year for the Museum, with this year 350 people passing 
through the door, sampling home-made cakes and listening to live music.  The whole event is a 
very special community day for Chertsey and provides a good shop window for the museum and 
the Friends. 
  
The monthly and seasonal rounds of activities have continued with children’s holiday activities, 
15 Minutes of Fun, Museum Monkeys, Young Archaeologists’ Club, Fun with Fabric, Craft and 
Wine evenings and Tea and Talk at Two for the 
over 50s.  The Museum garden has been a 
picture throughout the year thanks to the tireless 
efforts of committee member Mags Thomas. 
 
We have continued membership of the British 
Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM), and 
have featured in their newsletters.  We have also 
maintained membership of the British 
Association for Local History, which provides 
cost effective public liability insurance. 
 
There have been a number of changes in Museum staff during the year:  just before Easter we 
said goodbye to Education Officer and Assistant Curator Sally Turner after 15 years as part of the 
team.  When Sally first started back in June 2004 the education post was part time and there 
were only two school groups a week. Under her stewardship the education offer has changed 
beyond recognition, from establishing a Young Archaeologists’ Club to launching the under 5s 
club and everything in between.  We wish Sally the best of luck with her new position at Ongar 
Place School.  Hard on the heels of Sally’s departure, Education Assistant Tamsin Birch 
announced that she and her family were moving to Australia; in her short time at the Museum she 
has had a very positive effect drawing on her experience at Brooklands Museum.  To fill this big 
gap, Heidi Dawley has extended her hours as Education Officer and Assistant Curator, and 
Sarah O’Brien and Victoria Hindes have joined the team as Education Assistants and we know 
that they will both enjoy their time at the Museum. 
 
At the end of the year we had 62 (56) individual members and 74 (56) family members and 40 
(40) honorary and life members. 
  
Income reserves amounted to £12,086 at the end of the year. The Committee’s policy on 
reserves is to hold sufficient funds to meet expenditure in the following twelve months and to 
build up a reserve to help fund future projects and acquisitions for the Museum collections. In 
deciding which activities to support, the Committee pays due regard to the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit.  The attached accounts have been drawn up on the receipts and 
payments basis which is consistent with the previous year. 
  
The Friends do not have sufficient funds to invest in longer term investments. All funds are held 
in cash using only banks covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the 



Charities Official Investment Fund. 
  
The Committee has identified the major risks to which we believe The Friends are exposed and 
has established systems to mitigate them.  These include systems of internal controls designed 
to provide reasonable assurance against material mismanagement or financial loss. 
  
We cannot end this report without thanking Emma Warren, and all the Museum staff and 
volunteers, and the Trustees of the Olive Matthews Collection, for their support and cooperation 
throughout the year.  We look forward to working together again in the coming year. 
  
Approved by the Committee on 17 September 2019 and signed on their behalf by  
 

Heather Graham 
 
Chair 
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Receipts and Payments Account for year ended 31 August 2019 
 

RECEIPTS        2019   2018  

           £   £ 

Subscriptions 1,188.00 1,125.00 

Events 2,443.81 1,309.87 

Donations - general 848.65 278.76 

Donations – box 450.82 635.69 

Interest 80.01 39.89  

            Tax claims under gift aid 357.47 454.96  

 5,368.76 3,844.17  

Grants (for Chertsey Abbey Project)  3,445.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 5,368.76 7,289.17 

 

PAYMENTS     

Events 1,847.97 1,001.35 

Administration 215.00 388.68  

Annual meeting and report 64.00 165.55  

Donation to Museum 563.53 794.61 

Acquisitions  57.92 

Gazebo  552.20 

Garden furniture  474.66 

 2,690.50 3,434.97  

Projects:     

Chertsey Abbey interactive 2,093.00 2,419.40 

Garden 16.63 322.39 

15 Minutes of Fun 82.44 23.28 

Museum Monkeys 64.04 

Display cases  3,000.00 

 2,256.11 5,765.07 

TOTAL PAYMENTS 4,946.61 9,200.04 

     

Net receipts/payments for the year 422.15 -1,910.87  

 

Balance brought forward 14,323.54 16,234.41  

 

    Balance carried forward     14,745.69       14,323.54 



Statement of Assets as at 31 August 2019 

 2019 2018   

 £ £ 

Barclays Bank plc Chertsey Community Account 2,070.60  228.46 

Charities Official Investment Fund Deposit Account 12,675.09 14,095.08 

Total 14,745.69 14,323.54 

Represented by: 

General Fund (Unrestricted) 12,086.18 9,407.92  

Project Funds:   

World War 1 exhibition and website (Restricted) 658.91 658.91 

Education Loan Boxes (Restricted) 472.51 472.51 

Museum Monkeys (Restricted) 327.96 392.00  

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Restricted)  1,025.60 

Total Project Funds (Restricted) 1,459.38 2,549.02  

Museum Garden (Designated) 267.53 284.16 

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Designated) 932.60 2,000.00 

15 Minutes of Fun (Designated)  82.44  

Total Project Funds (Designated)  1,200.13 2,366.60  

Total Funds  14,745.69 14,323.54  

Approved by the Committee on 17 September 2019 and signed on their behalf by 

R G Mason Hon. Treasurer   Richard Mason 

Independent Examiner's Report to the Committee of The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

I report on the accounts of The Friends of Chertsey Museum for the year ended 31 August 2019 set out above. 

Respective responsibilities of committee and examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of 

the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.  

 It is my responsibility: 

• to examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission (under Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and 

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the account-

ing records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or dis-

closures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 

evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair” view and the report is 

limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; 

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act  

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

J G Briggs FMAAT   John Briggs    

28 Wheatash Road   17 October 2019 

Addlestone Surrey KT15 2ER     


