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General Information
We know that the Vikings were in the Runnymede area as there are accounts of
them sacking Chertsey Abbey, plus a Viking sword was found in Thorpe.
Chertsey as a place:
The Romans settled in Staines. In fact, there was a Roman farmhouse at Thorpe
Lea. However, Chertsey as a place probably did not come into being until after
the Romans left in the 4th century AD. Britain became independent, with local
military leaders replacing a distant Emperor, and Chertsey probably gained its
name at this time. The name means ‘the island of Cerot’ as the land here is lowlying and marshy. At certain times of the year the area flooded to leave a small
island. ‘Cerot’ is a male Celtic name and it seems likely that he was a local
leader.
Meanwhile, across Europe many people were finding it difficult to grow enough
food to feed an expanding population. In Germany and Denmark this was
particularly true, and so many sailed to Britain in search of new homes. These
were the Angles (Danes) and Saxons (Germans) who gradually took over most of
what we now call England.
The Saxons were not originally Christians, but in around AD 636 a missionary
called Felix came to England and eventually converted Offa, King of the East
Saxons, and his family to Christianity. Felix had been sent by Pope Gregory as
part of a mission of forty monks led by Augustine. Augustine became the first
Archbishop of Canterbury. At that time the most famous centres of Celtic
Christianity were at Iona, off the coast of Scotland, Lindisfarne, off the coast of
Northumberland, and Anglesey off the coast of North Wales.
The Saxon Abbey (7th century)
King Offa had two children, Princess Ethelburga and Prince Erkenwald.
Erkenwald founded a mixed Abbey at Barking and his sister Ethelburga became
Abbess there. Erkenwald was a saintly man, inspired by the teachings of the
Saint Benedict. So he asked King Egbert of Kent to grant him land for a
monastery. His request was granted, and he was given permission to found an
Abbey in the region of ‘Sudergeona’ (this means ‘southern province and it is
where we get our modern word ‘Surrey’ from) next to the River Thames at
‘Cerotaesei’ - that is the ‘island of Cerot’ - Chertsey.
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General Information continued
The local ruler at Weybridge, Frithewald, granted Erkenwald a charter to found
the Abbey. The charter, which was drawn up in 672-4, makes it clear that the
Abbey had already been built and the land was being given over to provide a
source of income. This land was scattered over Chertsey, Thorpe, Egham,
Chobham and even further, although the exact boundaries were not written down
until later in the Middle Ages.
Work on building the Abbey started in 666AD and was completed six years later.
It was made out of wood, wattle and mud. It was thatched with reeds. There is no
trace of the old building. In fact, all our knowledge of it comes from written
sources, which include a 9th century last will and testament that gives the Abbey
one hundred pigs!
Erkenwald (7th century)
In 675 Erkenwald was consecrated as Bishop of London. He became famous
and legends about his miracles grew up. One story tells of the time when an old
Erkenwald was travelling in a cart over rough roads and one of the wheels fell off.
However, the balance was miraculously maintained to help him reach his
destination swiftly. Once too, he came to a raging river and his servants were too
frightenened to continue, but when Erkenwald touched the water it suddenly
became calm.
When Erkenwald died in 693 he was buried in the old St. Paul’s cathedral in
London demonstrating his great power and importance, and his shrine became a
place of pilgrimage for hundreds of years.
The Vikings (9th-11th centuries)
The 9th century saw the start of Viking raids all over southern England. The
Vikings came from Scandinavia and launched attacks along the coastline of
Britain, travelling to the interior via river networks. Chertsey Abbey was attacked,
however, there are a number of confused versions about what happened. By this
time the Abbey was much wealthier making it a target for raiders. According to
the accounts the Vikings were supposed to have burnt down the Abbey at least
once - probably in 871 or 884 - as well as much later - in 1011, and killed the
Abbot, Prior and 90 monks. Saxon monasteries were not very large so the
number of deaths is probably the total of all raids over a 150 year period. The
Vikings would have taken portable wealth such as coins, jewels and church plate,
all of which would have then been melted down to make other items.
It appears that some Vikings settled in the area. Thorpe may be a Danish place
name and the rare Viking sword, which is displayed in the Museum, was found
during gravel extraction from the Thames.
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Oil Lamp

Pottery lamps were widely used
in the Roman period. However
with the end of the Roman
Empire, they went completely out
of use in this country.
By the end of the 9th century, the
pottery oil lamp had made a
reappearance, being made on
the potter’s wheel in small
workshops established in the
main towns at the time of the
Scandinavian invasions.
These pedestal lamps were
made until the 12th century. After
that they were replaced by the
candlestick, which was not
common until the later medieval
period.
The oil lamp is relatively low fired
(1000ºC) in a simple kiln often in
direct contact with the fuel used
for the kiln firing (wood). This
produces the black and sooty
appearance of the pot.

Oil Lamp (Replica)
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Horn Drinking Cup

Horn was quite a common
material to make items out of
as it has similar properties to
the plastics we use today.
Horns were also used for
blowing, but not for helmet
decoration as is often erroneously portrayed in images of
Vikings.
Vikings would have used
cups like this to drink beer or
mead from after a victory.
This horn cup has a flat
wooden base, but others may
have been a hollowed-out
cow’s horn with a metal base
and a rim with a
stopper.

WASH HANDS THOROUGHLY
AFTER HANDLING HORN CUP

Horn Drinking Cup
(replica)

5

Horn Drinking Cup

Thor is one of the most important
Viking gods. He was the ruler of the
skies, storms and thunder, as well
as being the protector of ordinary
people. He had iron gloves, a metal
belt and a hammer to use as a
weapon.

When the Vikings arrived in Britain
they brought their own religion,
which involved worshipping
numerous gods. There were many
myths surrounding these gods.
Vikings did attack many Christian
places of worship, such as Chertsey
Abbey. This was not on religious
grounds but because of their
valuable contents. When the
Vikings settled in Britain, they came
into contact with Christianity. Many
quickly adopted the new religion.
After this, the main change we find
is that Christian burials, unlike Pagan burials, do not contain grave
goods.

Thor Mask (replica)
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Spouted Pitcher

Pots like this would have been for
everyday use for holding liquids such
as water, mead or beer.
Clay was one of the easiest materials
to use for making vessels. They were
made by hand using the coil method
until the wheel was used once again
in 900 AD.
The handles were made at the end of
the process by pinching clay and
pulling it out from the pot, the spout
was made by pulling the clay around
a piece of bone or wood, or even a
finger. The pots were often made
with a round or “saggy” bottom, as
often a flat bottom could crack when
being heated.
Glazes were almost universally leadbased, giving a greeny-yellow colour,
although copper or iron could be
added to change the colour or to
produced a speckled effect. These
were added to the pot after an initial
firing. The glaze could have been
applied as a dry powder, although a
water-based paste was usually used.
Liquid glazes could be applied to the
leather-hard pot with a brush or by
hand smearing, which accounts for
the uneven thickness of many of the
glazes from this period. The pot
could also be dipped in a bath of
glaze and then left to dry before it
was fired to make it hard.

Spouted Pitcher (replica)
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Viking Bone Needles

The Vikings were excellent manufacturers of tools and weapons, as
needles like this demonstrate.
These three needles are replicas of
hand-whittled needles which would
have been made of bone. Bone was
readily available after most meals.
It was easy to work into the desired
shape yet the end result was still
sturdy.
Should the needles become slightly
blunt they could easily be sharpened
and used again.

Three Viking bone
needles (replicas)
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Coins
Coins (mainly silver pennies) constitute a vital source of evidence for our
understanding of many of the basic political, administrative and economic
developments in England from the beginning of the 7th century to the end of the
11th century. Some of them are also very beautiful objects in their own right.
After the Romans withdrew in the 5th century and the Jutes, Anglos and Saxons
began to settle in eastern England, few coins were minted for many years.
Roman coinage was re-used and barter was common at this time.
However, in the 7th century, contact was renewed with the continent, leading to a
revival of Christianity and an increase in commerce and trade. This is also when
the Anglo-Saxons began minting coins.
After Vikings began to settle, they also minted silver coins in England.

This coin was struck at York (c. 921-927) and
commemorates St Peter. It is known as St
Peter’s coinage.

This coin was struck at York (c. 939-941) and
was struck under Anlaf Guthfrithson
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