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Work Scheme:  
The Ancient Egyptians 
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CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Loan Box       

Greeks Place and Climate Myths and Legends Theatre Olympic Games Everyday life 

Literacy 

. 

Haiku poetry –short 
3 line poems  5,7, 5 
syllables.  Using 
characters from 
myths as stimulus. 

Look at play scripts, 
discuss features.  Use 
story of Hercules 
(Herakles) to  
re- write as a  play 
script.  ** 

 Write a diary entry for 
a participant in the 
Ancient games. 
(preparation/feelings/
atmosphere/clothing/
opponents)  

 

 

   

Design and write an 
invitation to invite a 
friend to the theatre.  
Think about  seating/ 
types of plays.  

 In pairs, design a  
poster advertising the 
Ancient Olympics and 
the modern Olympics. 
Competition between 
the ancient and  
modern. Children offer 
reasons why their 
games are the best. 
Teacher as arbiter.  

 

Geography 

Map – locate Greece 
on the map, in an 
atlas and a globe, 
discuss mainland and 
islands.  Talk about 
holiday experiences 
children may have 
had.       
Discuss climate, 
terrain.  Use Google 
Earth to explore  
further.  

        

Art/Creative 

  

Research other 
Greek Gods. Design 
a shield to depict 
what chosen god/
goddess is associated 
with.  

 Make finger/stick 
puppets to illustrate 
play script and join 
with others to prepare 
and perform for class 
mates. **  

Make a clay discus, 
paint it black,  use 
Greek alphabet to  
decorate with own 
name. 

Use brown paper and 
template to create 
Greek pot shape, use 
appropriate colour 
paint for the back-
ground and black 
paper to cut out char-
acters/ objects  to 
create appropriate 
picture based on 
research.  

  

Make a mask based 
on mythological 
creature  using card-
board, wool, curled 
paper, coloured  
paper and foam to 

decorate. 

    

Study pot  
decorations and then 
paint a terracotta 
garden pot with 
black paint to make 
Ancient Greek-style 
pots. 
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Work Scheme:  
The Ancient Egyptians 

Page 2 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

History 

Use costume to 
show how Ancient 
Greeks would have 
dressed. Relate to 
above.  

 

Use masks to  
stimulate discussion 
about Greek  
Theatre.   

Use discus as  
starting point for  
discussion on 
Olympic Games 

Use top to stimulate 
discussion on  
childhood, school-
ing and games. 
Look at examples of 
Greek pottery and 
watch clip to see 
how pots were 
made. 
Gives examples of 
different shaped 
pots and their uses. 

Drama   

Use Amphora  
depicting Hercules 
to introduce  
importance of  
stories to Ancient 
Greeks.  Read story.   
Children to work in 
groups, each group 
to create a snap shot 
of a scene from the 
story. Speech bub-
bles to be given (cut 
out) and filled in by 
children. Take a 
photo of each for 
display.  

    

Loan Box       

Egyptians Place and Climate Myths and Legends Theatre Olympic Games Everyday life 
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Write a Haiku Poem 
 
 

 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Writing paper 
 Information on myths 
 
 
Instructions: 
 
 
 Children can use their knowledge of Greek myths to create a Haiku.  

 The traditional Haiku is a three-line poem. The first line has 5 syllables, the 
second has seven and the final line has five.  

 These poems do not usually rhyme. 

 It doesn’t matter how many words are in each line. It is the number of sylla-
bles that counts. 

 Children can use the writing paper on the next page for their poem. 
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Design a Shield 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials: 
 
Cardboard 
Masking tape 
Paint 
Felt tips  
Pencil 
 
 
Introduction:  
 
Each of the main Greek gods and goddesses has symbols associated with them. 
For instance, Zeus is associated with the lightening bolt, which was his weapon.  
In fact, many of gods and goddesses, including Zeus, have more than one sym-
bol.  
 
Children can research the gods and goddesses to discover which symbols are 
associated with each. Then they can choose one and create a shield showing the 
symbol or symbols of their chosen god or goddesses.  
 
The Greeks had several types of shields. One was circular the other was oblong 
with a semi circle out of each side. Greek shields were often decorated. 
 
 
Instructions 
 
1. Children to choose a god or goddess and research their symbol. 

2. Practice drawing the symbols 

3. Cut a shield out of cardboard and paint it.  

4. Draw and decorate the symbols on a separate piece of paper.  

5. When dry, cut out and stick onto the shield. 
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Make a Clay Discus 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Discus from loan box  
 Air dry clay 
 Clay tools  
 Black paint suitable for painting the dry clay 
 
 
Instructions: 
 
1. Have a carefully led handling session, letting the children hold and study the 

discus. This is best done at one block of tables at a time. Have the children sit 
on their chairs. Each child can hold the discus with two hands over the table, 
carefully placing it back down in the centre of the table when they are done.  

 
2. They can study the construction — you can see thumb prints.  And they can  
 look at the ancient Greek lettering. There is more information on the discus in 
 the ‘All About Ancient Greece’ notes.  
  
3. The lettering says: ‘Exoidas dedicated me to the twin sons of Great Zeus 

(Kastor and Polydeukes), and is the bronze discus with which he conquered the 
great-hearted  Kephallenians’.  It probably refers to a person named Exoidas 
who may have won the discus in a competition on the island of Kephallenia. 

 
4. Then the children can shape their clay into a discus and write a message, per-

haps their names, in Ancient Greek letters. 
 
5.  After it dries they can paint it with black paint. They will need to be careful when 
 applying the paint over their lettering, keeping it thin enough to still be able to 
 read.  
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Make a Greek pot using paper  
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

 
 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 Paper 
 Template 
 Paint 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 
 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Look at pictures of Greek pots 

2. Paint pot outline in terracotta colour 

3. Cut out pot 

4. Plan decorations 

5. Draw them on black paper 

6. Cut out and stick on to pot  
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Decorate a terracotta Greek pot  
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 Terracotta garden pot 
 Black paint 
 PVA glue 
 Pencil 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Look at pictures of pots 

2. Practice drawing your chosen design on paper and then use a pencil to draw it 
 on the garden pot.  

 

3. You can mix the black paint with PVA so that it sticks better on the terracotta pot 

4. Paint your decorations on the pot  

5. Let it dry!  
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Make a mask  
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Card 
 Pictures of theatre masks 
 Pictures of mythological creatures  
 Wool 
 Curled paper 
 Coloured paper 
 Foam 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 Pens, etc., to colour 
 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Look at the pictures 
 

2. Think about the how you would like to decorate your mask  

3. Draw it onto the card.  

4. Have an adult help with the eye and mouth holes.  

5. Cut it out 

6.  Decorate it.  
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Ancient Greece Weblinks 

Always check websites first to ensure suitability for your class. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/ 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/arts_and_theatre/   
 

https://www.historyforkids.net/greek-games.html  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/growing_up_in_greece/  

http://www.snaithprimary.eril.net/gpot1.htm   

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhPW50r07L8  

https://www.atschool.co.uk/search.asp?results=true  

http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/dailylife/explore/exp_set.html  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/arts_and_theatre/
https://www.historyforkids.net/greek-games.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/growing_up_in_greece/
http://www.snaithprimary.eril.net/gpot1.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhPW50r07L8
https://www.atschool.co.uk/search.asp?results=true
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/dailylife/explore/exp_set.html

