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Toys Work Scheme
CHERTSEY
MUSEUM

Literacy

Stage a teddy bears write a poem about
picnic - write an
your favourite toy
invitation and a thank
you

write an acrostic
poem using the word
TEDDY - template
provided

Geography

Make a zoetrope template provided
Art/Creative

Play Victorian
parlour games/
outdoor games

make a moving
make a peg doll make a shoe or
vehicle toy - template instructions provided spoon doll provided
instructions provided
make a twisting toy - make a shoe box toy
template provided
theatre - instructions
provided

History

Drama

Other Suggestions

PHSE - use the toy
golly to discuss
similarities &
differences; respect/
tolerance
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How to Write and Acrostic Poem
CHERTSEY
MUSEUM

An acrostic is a poem where the first letter in each line spells a word.
1.

In this case the children’s acrostic poem will use the word Teddy, which has been
written vertically on the page for you.

2.

The children should start each line of their poem with the letter on that line. For example, on the
first line, the first word should start with a ‘T’.

3.

Each line should describe the chosen subject.

4.

These poems do not need to rhyme. They also do not usually have a rhythm, and line length can
vary, so the children can relax and have fun with the writing!
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Acrostic Teddy Bear
CHERTSEY
MUSEUM

T
E
D
D
Y
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How to Make a Zoetrope
CHERTSEY
MUSEUM

Materials Needed:
2 x A4 card (ideally black)
1 x 8cm of a straight straw
1 x 15cm piece of 4mm dowel
3 x wooden wheels/blocks with 4mm holes
Wood glue or PVA
Sticky tape
Scissors

1.

Firstly, print the zoetrope sides and base on card and cut out the shapes. Remember to cut the
hole in the middle of the base!

2.

Now stick the 2 side pieces together to make a continuous ring

3.

Stick the side ring to the base by bending the tabs up and sticking them to the underside of the
base with tape

4.

Now place the dowel through the hole in the base and place one wooden wheel on the end and
another on the underside of the base

5.

Use the wood glue or PVA to glue the two wheels in place so that the base is sandwiched
between the two wheels

6.

Thread the piece of straw onto the dowel that is sticking out from the base. When that is in place,
put the last wheel on the end of the dowel to stop the straw from falling off

7.

Now print and cut out the zoetrope cartoons and stick them together so that they make a ring of
continuous pictures

8.

Place the ring of cartoons in the zoetrope and you’re ready to go!

9.

Hold the straw and spin the bottom wheel to make the zoetrope turn - now look through the slits in
the zoetrope edges to watch the moving images
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Zoetrope Template
(sides)

CHERTSEY
MUSEUM
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Zoetrope Template
(base)
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Zoetrope Cartoons
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Blank Zoetrope Strips
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How to Make a Toy Vehicle
Materials Needed:
1 x piece of cardboard 8cmx10cm
2 x straight straws
1 x bendy straw
2 x wooden skewers
1 x balloon
4 x plastic bottle tops (all the same size)
1 x elastic band
Sticky tape
Scissors
(optional hammer and nail)

1.

Firstly place a straight straw along each of the short ends of the cardboard and stick them in to
place

2.

Turn the cardboard over so that it rests on the two straight straws

3.

Now push a skewer through each straw to make the wheel axels

4.

Then place a bottle top wheel on each corner - you may have to make a hole in the top using the
hammer and nail. You will need a grown up to help with this. Make sure the hollow part of the top
faces outwards so that the rough edges do not catch on the cardboard and be careful not to poke
yourself on the skewer!

5.

Take the bendy straw and bend the top over - trim the long part of the straw so that it is the same
length as the bent over part

6.

Place the balloon on one end of the bendy straw and hold it in place with the elastic band. If the
elastic band is on tight enough you should be able to blow the balloon up with no air escaping

7.

Next tape the bendy straw to the cardboard car chassis. Make sure that the balloon rests on the
cardboard, that some of the straw is sticking out the back of the car, and that the sticky tape
doesn’t go across the bendy bit

8.

Blow up the balloon - but not too much. Squeeze the end of the straw to stop the air escaping
whilst you put the car back down on the table/floor and when you’re ready let go!
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How to Make a Peg Doll
Materials Needed:
1 x peg (old fashioned style)
2 x pipe cleaners
Scraps of fabric or felt
Wool
Glue (pva)
Beads, buttons, ribbons, lace and other bits to decorate
Felt tips
Pencil
Scissors

1.

Cut a rectangle of fabric approximately 10cm by 12 cm. This will be the dress.

2.

Wrap it loosely around the peg, leaving the ‘head’ of the doll uncovered.

3.

Wrap a bit of ribbon or a pipe cleaner around the waist to act like a belt. This will hold the dress
on.

4.

Wrap a pipe cleaner around the peg once just below the neck. The two ends will be the arms.

5.

Cut a semi circle with the radius being the length of the doll from toes to neck. Cut a small U
shape in the middle of the straight side of the semi circle.

6.

Wrap this fabric around the doll like a cloak. The neck of the doll fits into the U shape that you cut.
Attach the cloak at the front with a few stitches, glue, or a button.

7.

Draw on a face.

8.

Create hair from wool and glue in place.

9.

You can tie a ribbon around the head to create a scarf if desired.

10.

Decorate clothes.
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How to Make a Spoon Doll
Materials Needed:
1 x wooden spoon
1 pipe cleaner
Scraps of fabric or felt
Wool
Glue (pva)
Beads, buttons, ribbons, lace and other bits to decorate
Felt tips
Pencil
Scissors

1.

First, decide which side you would like the face to be on. Traditionally, the face is placed on the
back of the spoon, but you can use which ever side of the spoon suits your design best.

2.

Once you have decided this, it is time to make the clothes. An easy way to do this is with a rectangle of fabric. It works well if the rectangle is measured so that the end of the spoon handle will
stick out of the bottom of the dress. That way you have a place to hold the spoon doll.,

3.

Wrap the rectangle loosely around the handle of the spoon. Secure it by wrapping a pipe cleaner
or a bit of ribbon around the waist. You can also glue the fabric in place at the neck and decorate
the neckline. .

4.

Jazz up the dress with accessories, such as ribbons and buttons.

5.

Paint, draw or stick on eyes, nose and a mouth.

6.

Cut wool for hair. You can either stick each piece of wool on individually, or you can gather it up
together, tie it in the middle and glue it on. .
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How to Make a Twisting Toy
Materials Needed:
Twisting toy templates (or 3 copies of the blank template)
Colouring pens
Sticky tape
Scissors
Wooden doweling
(optional single hole punch)

1.

Firstly print out the 3 toy templates or 3 copies of the blank template if you are making your own

2.

Next, colour in the all images provided or design your own

3.

If you are designing your own one template should have all the heads, one have all the middles,
and one have all the legs. It is important that the 3 sections of each person links up

4.

Once you have created your own design, or coloured in the ones provided, cut out the cube net

5.

Cut out two circles in each cube, or use a singe hole punch

6.

Cut Fold along the lines and tabs and secure with sticky tape to make 3 cubes

7.

Thread the cubes on the dowel; making sure they are in the correct order!

8.

Turn each cube independently to make new characters!
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Twisting Toy Template
1 of 3
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Twisting Toy Template
2 of 3
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Twisting Toy Template
3 of 3
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Twisting Toy Blank Template
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How to Make a Shoe Box Theatre
Materials Needed:
Shoe box
white card.
Fabric
Glue (pva)
Stapler (for adults to use)
Beads, buttons, ribbons, lace and other bits to decorate
Felt tips
Pencil
Scissors
dowel

1.

Lay a shoe box on its side with the opening towards you. This will be your theatre.

2.

Have a grown up cut a slot in what is now the top of the box. This will be to operate the puppets
through. .

3.

Decorate the inside of the box with a Victorian-inspired stage scene. You can use pens and other
decorative bits.

4.

Use fabric to create two curtains for the stage — one for either side. Have an adult help to staple
the curtains in place across the top of the box so that they hang down in front of the stage. .Attach
a ribbon half way down each side so that the curtains can be drawn back during the show..

5.

Decorate card to create a surround for the stage. Look at the Toy Theatre Colouring Sheet for
ideas. Attach these pieces so the audience will see them on the left and right side of the box, as
well as above the stage.

6.

Create characters on card. Cut them out, decorate them and stick them to dowels. The dowels
should be long enough so that the puppets can be operated from above the box.

7.

Now put on a show for your friends!
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Toy Theatre Colouring Sheet

20

