


Viking Sword Close Up 
 
 
 
 This is a Viking sword from the 10th 

century.  
 
 It was found in Thorpe. 

 It says Ulfberit on the blade. Ulfberit is 
believed to be the maker of the sword.  

 
 Initially, it was believed to have been 

made by Ulfbert, a famous 10th century 
Viking sword maker.  

 
 After further study, researchers con-

cluded that it is unlikely to have been 
made by Ulfbert, because of the differ-
ent spelling of the name and the fact it 
is made from a lower quality steel. 

 





Viking Sword 
 
 This is a 10th century Viking sword 

made of steely iron.  
 
 It was made by Ulfberit and says his 

name of the blade.  
 
 It was found in Thorpe in a gravel pit 

near the River Thames.  
 
 This type of sword would have been very 

expensive in Viking times.  
 
 It would have had beautiful copper and 

silver inlay. 
 
 It would have had a grip on the handle 

made of animal horn.  
 
 It would have had a leather scabbard, 

but that was not found, perhaps because 
it decomposed. 

 





Spouted Pitcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 This pot would have been for everyday 

use.  
 
 It would have been used for holding    

liquids such as water, mead or beer. 
 
 Clay was one of the easiest materials to 

use for making vessels.  
 
 These pitchers were made by hand    

using the coil method until the wheel, 
which had been used in Roman times, 
was reintroduced in 900 AD. 

 





Horn Cup 
 
 
 
 
 Horn was a commonly used material as 

it has similar properties to plastic.   
 
 Horns were also used for blowing, but 

not on helmets as images of Vikings  
often portray. 

 
 Vikings would have used cups like this 

to drink beer or mead after a victory.   
 
 This horn cup has a flat wooden base, 

but others may have been a hollowed-
out cow’s horn with a metal base and a 
rim with a stopper. 





Thor Mask 
 
 
 
 
 Thor is one of the most important Viking 

gods.  
 
 He was the ruler of the skies, storms and 

thunder, as well as being the protector of 
ordinary people.   

 
 He had iron gloves, a metal belt and a 

hammer to use as a weapon. 
 
 When the Vikings arrived in Britain they 

brought their own religion, which          
involved worshipping numerous gods.  

 





Oil Lamp 
 
 
 This is a lamp.  
 
 It is made of clay. 
 
 Pottery lamps were widely used in the 

Roman period, however they fell out of 
use in this country after the end of the 
Roman period. 

 
 By the end of the 9

th
 century, the pottery 

oil lamp had made a reappearance in 
Britain.  

 
 These pedestal lamps were made until 

the 12
th
 century.  

 
 After that they were replaced by the can-

dlestick, which were not common before 
the later medieval period. 





Bone Needles 
 
 
 The Vikings were excellent manufac-

turers of tools and weapons. 
 
 These are replicas of three hand-

whittled needles which were made of 
bone.  

 
 Bone was readily available after most 

meals.  
 
 It was easy to work, yet the end result 

was still sturdy.  
 
 When blunted with use, they could 

easily be sharpened and used again. 





Coin (939-941AD) 
 
 
 
 This coin was struck at York (c. 939-941) 

and was struck under Anlaf Guthfrithson 
 
 Coins (mainly silver pennies) can tell us 

about the basic political, administrative 
and economic developments in England  

 
 After the Romans withdrew in the 5th 

century and the Jutes, Anglos and Sax-
ons began to settle in eastern England, 
few coins were minted for many years.  

  
 However, in the 7th century, Anglo-

Saxons began minting coins.  
 
 After Vikings began to settle in England, 

they also minted silver coins.  





Coin (c. 921-927) 
 
 
 
 This coin was struck at York (c. 921-927) 

and commemorates St Peter. It is known 
as St  Peter’s coinage.  

 
 Coins (mainly silver pennies) can tell us 

about the basic political, administrative 
and economic developments in England.  

 
 After the Romans withdrew in the 5th 

century and the Jutes, Anglos and Sax-
ons began to settle in eastern England, 
few coins were minted for many years.  

  
 However, in the 7th century, Anglo-

Saxons began minting coins.  
 
 After Vikings began to settle in England, 

they also minted silver coins.  
 
 


