
The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

Registered Charity No 1075200 

Annual Report and Accounts 

for the year ended 31 August 2021 

Member 

 

 

Member of the British Association of 

Friends of Museums 



The Friends of Chertsey Museum 
Registered Charity No 1075200 

  
President Ian Pickford 

      
     

    Honorary Life Members 
    Amanda Toth née Devonshire (1998) 
    Jocelyn Barker (1999) 
    Victor Spink (1999) 
    Helen Nelson-Jones (2003) 
    Valerie Cumming (2004) 
    Carl Veakins (2004) 
    Ronnie Fleming (2005) 
    Andrew Pearson (2011) 
    Lorna Dalgleish (2017) 
    Christopher Norman (2017) 
    Sally Turner (2019) 
    Ron Bathurst (2019) 

  
The Friends of Chertsey Museum are a support group formed in 1994 to foster interest in 
Chertsey Museum and to provide the Curators with practical help. The Friends are governed by 
their constitution adopted at the inaugural meeting, as subsequently amended. General 
management and direction of the funds and affairs of The Friends are in the hands of the 
Committee elected at the annual general meeting. The Committee met once in person during the 
year; in view of the Covid-19 pandemic other business was conducted by email.  The members 
of the Committee were as follows: 
 
 Heather Graham  Chair 
 Victor Spink   Vice Chair 
 Richard Mason   Treasurer 
 Valerie Clark   Minutes Secretary 
 Victoria Johnstone  Membership Secretary  
 Emma Warren   Curator (ex officio) 
 Carol Botterill 
 Christine Dunster   
 Norma Kent   (until 15 September 2020) 
 Jim Knight    (until 17 June 2021) 
 Mags Thomas 
 Richard Williams   
 
 
 Bankers   Barclays Bank UK plc 
     COIF Charities Deposit Fund 
 
 
 Contact address: 
 Chertsey Museum, The Cedars, 33 Windsor Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AT 
 e-mail: friends@chertseymuseum.org.uk 
 tel: 01932 565764 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual Report 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic and successive lockdowns have impacted greatly on the Friends’ 

activities during the period under review.  With no activities in prospect the committee decided in 

September 2020 that membership would be free for the year. We are pleased to report that in 

response to that decision members demonstrated their continued support by generously 

contributing £597 to our funds in lieu of subscriptions.  The committee also decided to follow 

Charity Commission guidance and no annual 

general meeting was held, the officers and 

committee remaining in post for a further 

year. 

  

Chertsey Museum had re-opened on 25 July 

2020 after the first lockdown with three new 

exhibitions.  In the Fashion Gallery, The 

Roaring Twenties exhibition displayed 

fashions of the Jazz Age with a glittering 

show of 1920s fashions carefully selected 

from the Olive Matthews Collection.  The 

display included a stunning Paul Poiret ‘Goddess’ 

gown and a beaded tunic from the height of the 

‘Egyptomania’ craze. A virtual tour of the exhibition 

is still available on the Museum website. 

 

In the Temporary Exhibition Gallery, Runnymede’s 

musical connections are displayed in the Melody 

Makers exhibition, guest curated by Chesney 

Hawkes. Runnymede has a rich history when it 

comes to some of the nation's musicians and the  

exhibition has been extended until the 1 November 

2021. 

 

The Discovery Zone featured In The Beginning: the story 

of prehistoric Runnymede looking at the archaeological 

evidence left behind by our earliest residents, from the Stone 

Age to the Romans. 

  

The Museum’s re-opening was short lived, as government 

regulations required the Museum to close again on 5 

November 2020 remaining closed until 18 May 2021. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roaring Twenties 

Chesney visiting with sister-in-law Claudia, brother Jodie, 
mum Carole and daughter Jessie. 

In The Beginning: the story of prehistoric 
Runnymede 



During this extended closure a new display was installed on the top staircase.  Made in 

Runnymede incorporates aspects of the old foundry display but expands the theme to include 

other historic companies within the borough.  From propellers to tanks, boats and motorcycles, 

Runnymede’s interesting and surprising manufacturing history is there to 

see.  

In April our talented Keeper of Costume, Grace Evans, gave a beautifully 

illustrated talk via Zoom on the Roaring Twenties exhibition.  This was the 

first time that a new online booking system, provided at no cost by the Art 

Fund, was used. 

  

Friday 21 May was the 550th anniversary of the death of Henry VI, who for 

a short number of years was buried in the Lady Chapel of Chertsey Abbey.  

With the permission of the owner, members from the Friends committee and 

the Chertsey Society committee gathered at the site to witness a simple 

wreath laying ceremony. Canon Tim Hillier led prayers, whilst Emma Warren 

and Dr Euan Roger put the event into its historical context. Thanks go to 

Chris Dunster for creating the beautiful wreath. 

  

After a one year gap Black Cherry Fair was held again on the Abbeyfield in 

July and our thanks go to Chertsey Rotary for organising the event in the face 

of so many difficulties.  The Friends stall was strategically placed on the field 

and attracted many visitors, as well as gaining equal first prize.  We also acknowledge a donation 

of £200 from the Chertsey Rotary Black Cherry Fair committee from their charity fund raising in 

2020. 

  

Mags Thomas and Gerry Drake have continued to do a great job in keeping the Museum garden 

in shape throughout the year.  Their efforts do not go unnoticed by visitors. 

  

The memory boxes used in the Museum’s reminiscence service 

are due for a re-vamp and we are grateful to the trustees of 

Chertsey Combined Charity for a grant of £2,700 towards this 

project and the development of podcasts to accompany the 

boxes.  The Friends have pledged to meet the balance of the 

cost.  We have also contributed to the cost of the next exhibition 

in the Discovery Zone — Then and Now. 

  

Even before the pandemic our curators made good use of social 

media to promote events, exhibitions and other fascinating 

stories linked to the collections. This became an even more 

important way of engaging with our audience when the Museum 

had to close.  The Museum has had much publicity through tweets and posts on Instagram and 

Facebook and this is a highly effective marketing tool, with Throwback Thursday themed posts 

highlighting the local history collections and Friday Frocks the Olive Matthews Collection. Other 

posts have related to more general events and anniversaries as they occur including those 

relating to the two World Wars.  There is also a growing audience for the Museum’s You Tube 

channel.  Another innovation this year is the izi.TRAVEL app providing free audio walks around 

the borough. 

  

  

Mayor Elaine Gill 
visiting our stall 

izi.Travel.com 

www.youtube.com/ChertseyMuseumTV 



 

 

It is with great sadness that we record the deaths during the year of three of the longest standing 

members of the Friends:  Sybil Leaver, an honorary life member, Norman Rogers, sometime 

treasurer and Frederick Inkley, an enthusiastic supporter of everything Museum related. 

 

Our thanks to Norma Kent who retired from the committee during the year and to Jim Knight, who 

has also retired as a committee member but continues as a volunteer working with Emma on the 

World War 2 archive. 

  

At the end of the year we had 74 (73) individual members, 88 (87) family members and 36 (41) 

honorary and life members. 

  

We have continued membership of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM), and 

have featured in their newsletters. We have also maintained membership of the British 

Association for Local History, which provides cost effective public liability insurance. 

  

Income reserves amounted to £12,233 at the end of the year. The committee’s policy on reserves 

is to hold sufficient funds to meet expenditure in the following twelve months and to build up a 

reserve to help fund future projects and acquisitions for the Museum collections. In deciding 

which activities to support, the committee pays due regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance 

on public benefit. The attached accounts have been drawn up on the receipts and payments 

basis which is consistent with the previous year. 

 

The Friends do not have sufficient funds to invest in longer term investments. All funds are held 

in cash using only banks covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the 

Charities Official Investment Fund. 

  

The committee has identified the major risks to which we believe the Friends are exposed and 

has established systems to mitigate them. These include systems of internal controls designed to 

provide reasonable assurance against material mismanagement or financial loss. 

  

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Emma Warren, and to all the Museum staff and volunteers, 

for all their hard work during this difficult year. We look forward to the regular activities re-starting 

at the Museum this autumn. 

  

Approved by the committee on 22 September 2021 and signed on their behalf by  

 

 

Heather Graham 
 

Chair 



The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

Registered Charity No. 1075200 

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31 August 2021 

 RECEIPTS   2021  2020 

   £  £ 

      

 Subscriptions   763.00  1,302.00 

 Events    111.00  752.00 

 Donations – general   369.53  344.95 

 Donations – box   358.02  563.86 

 Interest    1.90  63.98 

 Tax claims under gift aid  259.51  446.74 

 Museum shop sales @ BCF  45.08   

   1,908.04   

 Reminiscence project:     

 Chertsey Combined Charity  2,700.00   

      

 TOTAL RECEIPTS   4,608.04  3,473.53 

      

 PAYMENTS      

      

 Events      345.70 

 Administration     360.00 

 Annual meeting and report    114.00 

 Donation to Museum     704.83 

 Acquisitions     727.45 

 Museum shop sales @ BCF     

     2,251.98 

 Projects:       

 Garden      169.73 

 Then and Now exhibition  300.00   

   300.00  169.73 

      

 TOTAL PAYMENTS   1,457.30  2,421.71 

      

 Net receipts for year  3,150.74  1,051.82 

      

 Balance brought forward  15,797.51  14,745.69 

      

 Balance carried forward  18,948.25  15,797.51 

42.00 

375.69 

247.00 

447.53 

 

45.08 

1,157.30 



 

 

 

 

 

Approved by the Committee on 22 September 2021 and signed on their behalf by 

Richard Mason     Hon. Treasurer   

Independent Examiner's Report to the Committee of The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

I report on the accounts of The Friends of Chertsey Museum for the year ended 31 August 2021 set out above. 

Respective responsibilities of committee and examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of 

the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.  

 It is my responsibility: 

 to examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

 to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission (under Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and 

 to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the account-

ing records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or dis-

closures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 

evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair” view and the report is 

limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; 

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act  

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached 

 

R D Enticott SPA         R D Enticott    4th October 2021 

19 Abbey Road, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AL 

Statement of Assets as at 31 August 2021 

      2021  2020 

     £  £ 

Barclays Bank plc Community Account  6,207.28  3,058.44 

Charities Official Investment Fund Deposit Account 12,740.97  12,739.07 

Total     18,948.25  15,797.51 

        

Represented by:       

General Fund (Unresitricted)   12,233.47  13,007.73 

Project Funds:       

World War 1 exhibition and website (Restricted) 658.91  658.91 

Education Loan Boxes (Restricted)    472.51 

Museum Monkeys (Restricted)   327.96  327.96 

Reminiscence Project (Restricted)  3,172.51   

Total Project Funds (Restricted)   4,159.38  1,459.38 

        

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Designated)  1,232.60  1,232.60 

Museum Garden (Designated)   97.80  97.80 

Reminiscence Project (Designated)  1,225.00   

Total Project Funds (Designated)  2,555.40  1,330.40 

        

Total Funds    18,948.25  15,797.51 


